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Introduction 


This paper was prepared from notes of a ae oe 
given to Project Northne Vancouver tduringeathemlast off asseries 
of three discussions. The topic of the last evening was | 
Northern Solidarity- Is It Possible? 

At the time this paper was written and the diseussion 
held we had not seen a copy of the working paper on Project 


North. | 
Miespaper does not represent the views of the Project 


North Vancouver. 
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Nenthenmnysolidara ty 


The.topic before us this’ evening is whether or not 
it is possible to show our solidarity with northern 
peoples struggle for self-determination and i) particular 
whetherwor not it is possible for the Vancouver Committee 
of Project North to play a part in undertaking this important 
task. | 

1 am not going to answer that question, it properly 
belongs womeworeus to sors, out and decide. However 7. 
am going to attempt to outline what solidarity means for 
me as someone from the South and perhaps give some directions 
for possible work-in the future. 

HOmDeoinwunen, Jt 1S my) premise that solidarity can only 
emeucccestul if it stems from an analysis of the nature of 
mower PoeouresSOcCiaty and a commitment on the part of us to 
change that in radical ways. From this position we can begin 
to talk about our desire to show solidarity with the north and 
how that relates to change in the south. 


We must be clear then on what solidarity means and why it 





is different from another concept we have Wind Gled o 
“support work". | 

Suppeme work for me really means a group of people in the 
south have gotten together to "Support" the stiggle of northern 
peoples to end a particular form of oppression and injustice 


In thneir Woméland. It does not suggest that there is anything 


fundamentally wrong with the system that causes the injustice. 
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Orme iemcontrany oi assumes that the system is okay 

CxcentsOn this problem in the north. It reflects 
the kind of paternalism that the people of the north 
have correctly analized as colonialism in operation. 

Secondly it also creates a ase lereras in our work 
because we are never part of a process that develops 
a clear analysis of the system as a whole and thus we 
are not able to articulate the effect of the struggle 
for self—determination in the north will have on us 
in the south. 

Thirdly it does not allow us to explore the common 
themes of the struggle in the north and the south and 
how those can fit together in a common strategy. 
=. Solsdarityaon the other hand demands that for us to 
act responsibly we must have a clear wenlometeaeiinas of the 
structural blocks which face not only the northern people 
DiguetlocemousuSsin the South looking tor some form of 
self—-determination for ourselves and our people. 

Its asks the participants to go beyond the feeling that we 
are supporting an isolated strggle to COLreGuman injustice 
but are poet the struggle which is basic to our own 
human development and liberation. 

Solidarity also means that we are in a constant process 
of evaluation on where our common interests are so that 
unrty can, be strengthened. This has to be approached both 
philosophically and tactically. 

For example the best philosophical approach to the 


development of capital intensive resource projects maybe 
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experience is reason enough to reject them. However in are 
south we have other sag horns to expand this opposition amongest 
Southern canadians according to our interests. 

Although not enough work has been done in this area 
there is an emerging theme that these projects distort 
the economy, centralize more wealth and powere into fewer 
and fewer hands, destroy long term jobs in the south, take 
money away from social programs and tie us more and more 
into the United States. 

Popimaccnerios are Crucial to our work. Yihat is open to 
discussion is how to approach these two experiences and 
take action on them. 

In summary solidarity means we build alliances with 
people in the north based on our common need for freedom 
and liberation. Support work means we offer our help in 
limited ways, but aS OuMOresimporvant, wer Olter Onlysa 
Pic aaimot  Olursel Ves and) our experiences which ultimately 
is of little use to either northern or southern people in 
meeting the enormous challenges ahead. 
ea gte Struesie for liberation in the north has seen a number 
PoOteallies in the last 15 years. Few have managed to go beyond 
the short sighted view of support to a deeper view of solidarity. 

For me the struggle developed in the sixties because of 
two major factors. The first was the threat by the major 
trans-national oil companies to construct the Mackenzie Valley 
Pipeline. The second was the development of aboriginal 


people into more concrete organizations which we in the south 


could more easily deal with. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding trom 
University of Alberta Libraries 


https ://archive.org/details/northernsolidari0Osinc 
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At that cane in the south two ae Ghai positions developed 
around northern development and land claims. The first was 
held by environmental groups who opposed the development 
of the pipeline on primarily environmental grounds. The 
Second and larger group by far opposed the pipeline because 
of land claims and native rights. 

Both these groups came together to support the 
demand of no pipeline for 10 years which would allow 
the “dand claims question" to be settled and give 
aboriginal people time to’develop their own institutions 
and economy. 

It was the moritorium positon that found support in 
the churches, labour organizations and support committees 
across the COUNTY. 

These groups found some political power through this demand 
eno tnescGce!si0on, of the National Energy Board to not allow 
the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline to be constructed. Instead 
they supported the construction of the Alaska Highway Pipeline, 
gest=es, The proposal was put forward by Bob Blair and Foothills 
Pipeline (Blair also proposed that no pipeline Stronia be 
built in the WWT until the land claims question was settled) 

While this decision can be seen as a victory on one-hand 
Hudgmeesvonmon sinengih, 1+ also revealed/a weakness in our 
work. 

The Alaska Highway Pipeline represented the same threat 
We the aboriginal rights of Yukon and B.C. people that the 
Mackenzie Valley Pipeline represented to the DENE and Inuit 


of the NWT. 
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The Alaska Highway line also evans the same 
type of development the Mackenzie Valley line represented 
in terms of capital investment and its effect on the ° <= 
south. | | 7 im 

However what is clear is that the opposition to the 
hertz Valley line did not go directly over to the 
other pipeline, instead some people even supported the 
Line. 

The environmentalists were quoted as saying they supported 
the Alaska line because it would have ‘less' environmental 
effects. The labour unions have supported the Lysyk report 
and have No, VOLCed@opposturonstomthe lineMsinceit 
was announced. 

ube pee one Oleus feoiane a little bit defeated and 
unsure if it was still possible to build solid opposition 
to the line if it was already approved. 

Meanwhile the Dene and others began to articulate (at least 
in the south it seemed this way] not a land claims position but 
a position for Sea and aboriginal nationhood. 
According to them it meant a whole new political relationship 
with the government’ of the south. This brought quick denouncement 
from the federal government who also got rid of Alimond as 
Monisterso: Indian Affairs and Northern Development. 

They let us know that it wasn't support against the 
construction of a project they wanted it was support against 
a whole system that was preventing self-determination in the 


WOie uli. 
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In an interview with George 
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Erasmus of the Dene Nation, 


he outlined this need for Solidarity around the issue 


Solidarity from. 


Energy File: So who do you get help 
from? There were a lot of people 
WhO supported you against the 
pipeline, churches labour unions, 


Now that focus seems to be gone, | 
what kind of focus do you see now | 


for people in the south to give 
‘Support to you. Self-determination? 


Erasmus: Yes, very much so. The 
Struggle will go on long after you 
and I are gone. We do what we can 
while we're alive, the battle is the 
iaportant thing, thats what lifes all 
about, to continue to evoive foea 
situation where you're bettering 
(GUT OWN society, where your own 
humanity can come forth and the 
humanity of other people in your 


SOciety. 

The allies that we see and work 
with are those in the church, union 
leaders, other native leaders in the 
SOuth, leaders of the youth in the 
Outh, leaders of different kinds of 
itizen movemnts in the south. We 
believe there will be new allies as the 
Work we're involved in takes a shane 
and form people in the south will be 


able to see something in common 
with. 
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We want tormal recognition. We _ 


want the possibility of creating a 
new society up here. The kind of 
society we are talking about is going 
to have an effect on the rest of 
Canada. The people we see as long 
term allies in this process are people 
in other parts of our society, in 
Other institutions that are also 
attempting to make radical change, 
long term change, to become more 


Tesponsible individuals, a society 
that is more controlled by its 
citizenship. 


Energy File: Where do you see these 
people right now, George? There‘s 
an incredible backlash in the 
churches right now’ against these 


’ people. I guess its in the country 


now and we’re all facing those kinds 
of things. 


Erasmus: It’s to be expected. What 
do you expect when you have all 
those years of an incredibly author- 
itarian church? You don’t expect 
change overnight. It’s going to be a 
process which could fail if more 
people don’t get involved. 





of self-determination and who they expected to get this 


We're talking about radical change 
in the very fabric of our society. 


Thats not going to happen over. 


night and there’s going to be 
backlash. We’re talking about com- 
pletely changing people’s ways of 
living. People are going to turn 
around and question it. Nobody 
with any sense of responsibility wiil 
stand by and see major changes in 
institutions that affect him greatly _ 
Or to some extent without being -, 


involved, without questioning it, 


without seeing that the change will 
advance his relationship with other 
people in a material sense or in a 
sense of more positive human 
growth. 
If there are going to be dramatic 
‘changes in the church structure, if 
there is to be general support I think 
it would come when people see the 
changes will help them become more 
‘progressive in theif own humanity. 


It is one thing for the people of the north Don 


to say that their “long term allies in this process are 
O 


change..." 


also attempting to make 
it is quite another for them to define for us 


in other parts of society, in other institutions that are 
in Ss) 


radical change, long term 


is t their 
what those changes could and should bes It 1S no 
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long term road to self Cetermination, S02 a 
. Between those two groups, in the north and the south 
who are fighting for long term radical change there are 

many ideas and tactical things to Deeerarcoe This, even 
Devel om the form of constructive critisim can only 
- serve to make us both stronger. For us in particular the 
advantage we have in being in contact with the north should 
be shared with others in the south. 

This brings us directly to face the question of 
who our allies are in re South in carrying out the work 
to bring long-term radical change to this Society and how 
we can develop stronger solidarity with the PEOpDLew in the 
Bnorth at the same time. 
| Perhaps the most logically place to look for RL Seat Th 
our situation is to other organizations within the -church 
who = working on other issues ren as nonere rights, nuclear 
power and safe energy, third world Issues, tC. Lt toewiinin 
this progressive element of the church where you will also 
find people who are trying to develop long term political 
strategies for change in Canada. Communications between these 
groups must be extended and deepened at the local level as 
well as the national level. 

Outside the churches we must also look for allies at 
the grassroots of other organizations who would be willing 
ee hhare their re renee with us. Unlike the Moratorium 
Conrerence; held in CeCe a few years ago we need to put 


our emphasis on the grassroots because the leaders of the unions, 


Nnatyye oreanicationa and ehurechec rannnt mobo tho names temo wsk 
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commitment to carry out dpe 2f thereswis not avstronge 
lobby or demand from their members. This was the 
case following the moratorium conference. 

With these groups both inside and outside the churches 
we must work to bring together a set of goals that do . 
not speak to one issue but to all oun in some way. 
This would make our activity in the south stronger and 
find a broader base to mobilize when it is 
Bm emvante tO COs that. 

For our part a major contribution to this widening 
of our political base would be to intensify our commitment 
to understanding the nae of capital intensive projects 
on the peoole of the south. This work has already brought 
“us into conflict with the basic values of the capitalist 
économy and those who run it. We must accept that this 
will happen and be prepared with good solid information 
to deal with the arguments and attacks of those who 
oppose our thoughts and actions. 

In British Columbia the issue of uranium Miningers 
one in which many thousands are involved and one which 
ties directly to the north. We would find many allies 
there who Osta cpntribute to our understanding of 
development in the south and who would be interested in 
our analysis of northern development and the struggle one 


aboriginal peoples. 
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We must also get involved in planning for more 

creative actions in the south which appeal to oe 
people on different levels. Tiseusesote Humour in our 
work and actions should be considered. Direct action 
that puts Use in open eerie lcs with those Uisy Leet O 
develop’ the north with pipelines etc should be considered. 
)For Instance putting up an informational picket atthe 
storage site of the pipe in the south would draw attention 
to the issue. Making an offer to give the corporations 
PomutcwUMILel ovatbes JO million dollars if they will Weave 
us alone because it would be cheaper in the long run than 
Jetting them develop mines in the north. These are just 
a couple of jthoughts to try and give an example of the 
ae of action we might consider. The main thrust of 
these actions. would be to bring people together to 
do something as a group and not letter writing campaigns and 
visits to local MPS which are usually done as individuals. 

IG mvent seem that I have left aboriginal rights out of 
Ueeceeienaven'’teand 1irmiy believe that it represents the 
Pee ane evans to self-determination in the north and must 
be part, a major part, of our work in the south. We must 
Jearn to relate the concept more meaningfully to people 
in the south who have an interest in it because of their 
own need and desire for self determination. This rules out 
working with corporations, some elements of the church, some 
sectors of the labour movement, and others who have no interest 
in a radically different society. It does not mean that 


Se ee er enn not the idea. only that obiectively ; 
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they are scen to have an intérest tre tecces igleKr,  Hexeyguilinkern, ployer 
the principles of self—-determination. It must be clear that 
those who do not have an interest that supports Sel T acter ee 
POReDeCOlCmiiguicwcOULUmare NOvetne allies of people in an 
“north WihOmerem. tenting for self-determination. To suggest they 
are iS misleacing at best and down right dangerous at worst. 

| I would like to return to the beginning of this presentation 
evomoimmunoumyeSeitels possible to build Solidarity with the 
Heo wOm—eiNemiOruiohS a Mavter sot fact, tor those of us in 
theme Oluimmivolved in the struggle here it is not a question of 
whether we believe in aborighnal rights, but whether we believe 
jiecresrigit Lo selt determination of all people. If we do it 
is HOmea choice ol whether to show Solidarity, but a principe 
Cimoureve lie. | 

Iyieconewisaon i wart tos.say in the time ahead that we face 

many more years of hard work and activity. I hope that this 
paper contributes to this process of work and sorting out -. 
GGeCusmtutuiccsaarections. I hope it is taken an the spirit 


it was given, which was solidarity and hope. 
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